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English Version

In Mahabharatha, it is mentioned that Abhimanyu, Arjuna's son, learned all the secrets of
warfare including the challenging task of breaking a ‘chakravyuh' while still in his mother’s
womb. Some state with conviction that scientifically it is possible for an unborn baby to
learn so. Whether this is true or not, from his mother’s womb his heart beat according to
the beats of the tabla that daily arose in the artistic family. The toddler loved the resonant
strokes of tabla and stood still listening to them even in any chaos. His mother describes an
instance that occurred when he was not even one year old: “ He continued playing tabla
from where his paternal uncle stopped amidst his classes. That left us all speechless.”

This week we present before you a talented banker who was born to a family of many
artists and proved his mettle to the world.

Jackson Antony
South Indian Bank Ltd
Vadakkanchery branch

Born in Mattoor, Kalady as the single son of artist-businessman P.D.Antony and Mercy, grew
up to the taalas of tabla and sruti of keyboard. As he didn’t have any siblings to play with, he
chose these instruments instead.

His paternal uncle, Jose, was a famous tablist. Recognizing Jackson ‘s interest in tabla, Jose
started teaching him at the age of three. He was lauded at the age of five when he played
tabla for five minutes during the Anniversary celebration of Mattoor St. Antony's school
where he studied from first to fifth grades.

Amazed by the little left hander's performance, the school authorities made him play tabla
in their ganamela. He mesmerized the audience playing for songs “ Oru murai vandu
parthaaya..” , “Sangeethame.. amarasallaapame...” in place of the usual mridangam. He was
praised, applauded and presented with strings of notes, he reminisces from his mother’s
words. Though for him it was child's play, the viewers enjoyed and praised the same.

After fifth standard he went to Brahmanandodayam Higher Secondary School and then had
his college education from Kalady Sree Sankara College. Though he participated in all
competitions during his school and college years, he remembers vividly about the
recognitions from outside.

While studying in sixth standard, he chanced to play tabla for a kadhaprasangam by a
student of the legendary artist Kedamangalam Sadanandan. The story-telling exponent was
touched by the little Jackson’s flair for the instrument. He invited the boy many a time to
visit his home, and took him to play during his kadhaprasangam programmes.. Jackson



couldn’t find words to describe his emotions as he remembered these occasions, and
murmured a silent prayer of gratitude to the legend.

Around the same time he got acquainted with Stalin, a keyboard expert. He had a craze for
creating polyphonic ringtones rather than generating magic out of keyboard. There was a
great popularity and demand for them at the time. He had a software to do the same and
his knowledge in keyboard aided him in his attempts. He opened a new world for Jackson
through this software.

One could play any instrument in the software without the physical instrument. Jackson
started his own experimentation with the software in addition to making new ringtones.

Floppy disks were popular during those days. Jackson saved tracks for ganamelas in these
floppys thus generating a small income too. He experimented with creating new tracks in
addition to the preparation of existing tracks. This helped him in doing orchestration for
various devotional songs.

From his school years he was an active member in the choir groups of Mattoor St.Mary's
church and Mulayam St. Patrick Church and with his ease in handling tabla, keyboard and
guitar became an indispensable member if the choirs. This helped him in doing
orchestration for devotional songs.

He evolved into a star in his college too. His affinity to music and skill in developing tracks
with the software were discussed by many. In one major meeting held at the college, he got
the chance to introduce the software to the audience and play the songs that were
requested. This fame earned him many friends and friendship circles. This later equipped
him to arrange a ‘kalaasandhya’ of 17 instruments including chenda, mizhavu and tabla.

While in college, he could perform at a huge and intense competition held at NIT,Calicut
with Sankar Mahadevan as the main jury. At the end of all performances, speaking of the
evaluation and judgement, Sankar Mahadevan mentioned each member of Jackson’s team —
something Jackson would never forget.

When he was about to graduate, Sreeja teacher who was fond of him, prepared his
application for South Indian Bank. He credits her for creating such a turning point in his life.

He joined the bank in the marketing department and worked there for a long time after his
training, then was appointed as clerk in Madhura Main Branch. After working in Madhura
and Manjapra, he joined the bank’s head office at Thrissur in the Secretarial Department.
The head office was a centre of artists. Our talented banker, Nandukrishnan belonged to the
list of artists there. Moreover, they were all headed by an aesthete, V.L. Paul sir, and
supported by Head Office Secretarial Head Jimmy Mathew, friends Nidheesh Sebastian,
Renjith, Vinay Gopal and Amal Vinod. The opportunities and encouragement received there
empowered the artist in him and prompted him to formulate his own style of playing.



In 2017 he joined Palakkad branch on promotion, and from there was transferred to his
present branch. Getting to meet and know Shinto George, a Delhi- Malayali guitarist, is a
virtue Jackson gained from his official life. An expert who showed Jackson how a guitar is
played, an exponent who created his own style of playing the instrument.. When Jackson
opened up that he cherished a dream of learning to try his hand in guitar for quite long,
Shinto rejoiced that he won a companion to spread his wings and fly along. Their friendship
created mesmerising moments of music in various programmes organised by the Bank
Officers' Association.

Jackson’s words reflect his love for his intimate friend Dheeraj as he describes the time they
were lauded by many for the cover song “ Athisayame... “ created by them for Mood tapes
programme of Kappa TV.

MSc (MLT) holder Denna has arrived to add sruthi to his melodious life and is awaiting the
PSC enrollment and promotion to motherhood. We wish that Jackson, who seeped into our
hearts with his melodies amidst the outburst of innate talents during the blessed lockdown
period, may travel long and wide on his harmonious path.
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English version: Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, LHO Thiruvananthapuram



